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It seemed important to me to have a knowledge of how
the English would behave in the case of disorders taking
place. I had already put out a feeler. The answer did
not quite please me; my question was probably mis-
interpreted ; it became involved with the question of the
loyalty of the officers, which was never in question. I
would never have approached the English Admiral on this
account. In order to make it appear that this question
was not urgent I allowed the matter to drop, provisionally.
A row of questions, which would have better been
talked over between the English Admiral and myself,
delayed its settlement.
The leader of the torpedo boat flotilla had informed me
that during the search of the ships in the Firth of Forth,
English officers had expressed the opinion that the Ger-
man officers of the Squadron were thought to be revolu-
tionaries, more or less, as well. They had based this view
on the grounds of the fact that we officers, in mutual
agreement with the mutinous crews, had led the ships
over to the Firth of Forth. I did not want to leave this
stigma on the officers. It happened by sheer good for-
tune, that Admiral Madden, who had informed me in the
Firth of Forth that I could interview him at any time,
was on guard with his Squadron at Scapa Flow. I now
requested a conference; it was arranged for the 27
November. In company with my Chief of Staff and with
a Staff Officer as interpreter I went on board the
English Flagship. I opened the conversation by bringing
unambiguously forward the fact that we officers had
nothing in common with the revolutionary crews, and
refused any fa.mi1ia.rity with them. The reasons which
moved us to take a part in the leading over of the Squad-
ron had been to maintain peace and order in the German
State, to guard our country against even greater xnisfor-